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TOO BEAUTIFULTC
P/TfllS but one short year ago when the

| picture of Charles G. Bennett was

yiiiiitu iii iut' ui^yv oyuycio Him iu«label:
"The Handsomest Man in Congress."
And yet.so short is the memory of mac

.a hitter effort is making to prevent bira
from returning to those halls which h<
adorned. Thus is beauty rewarded. Some
men there are who rely upon wit, or wis
dom, or-cunning, or wealth, or pull to keej
in public office. Such men are fitly pun
Ished when they fall, but he whom Mother
Nature has chosen as a favorite is surely
worthy of a better fate.
Bennett is a shining member of the Republicanparty. Ever since he has been a

voter he has been a humble sitter at the
feet of Boss Piatt. On those rare occasionswhen Piatt had other use for his
feet Bennett could be found occupying the
feet of Thomas Brackett Reed. Both ol
these men love Bennett because they can

depend upon him. They know, by gratifyingexperience, that he will do nothing
«ifhiiiif> f?rof /»An«nlflBrr Hipm

Heretofore the beautiful Congressman
has simply said to his constituents: "Look
upon me and be charmed," aud lo! they
did look and they remained in a trance
until after they had voted for him* But
now they refuse to be thus cajoled. They
demand something more than a blond mustache,rosy cheeks, curly hair and artistic
figure.
Two years ago the handsomest Congressmanwas elected by a plurality of 8,419.

This looks formidable on its face, but the
period when this pecurred is referred to
by the Republicans themselves as a "yellowdog year." In the district 36,791
votes were cast. Of these 2,483 were divertedinto independent Democratic channels,thns bringing Bennett's- plurality
down to less than 6,000, even in a "yellow
ilncr vear " if the Democracy had been
united.
This year, as everybody is aware, is not

a dog year. Besides, the Democrats are
united and enthusiastic and hopeful. Thus
it happens that Bennett is losing faith in
his outside, and is beginning to look within.What he has found, there has not yet
been discovered. Certain Democrats have
pretended to tell, but as it wouldn't be
fair or tender to repeat their remarks, they
will be left out of this story.
Bennett is rich. He must not be blamed

, for this, because he really could not help
it. A lot of money came to him from
considerate parents, and he gathered in a
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\ I \ e-T CONGRESSMAN BENNETT
/ L/\J> I . IN POLITICAL STRAITS.

! lot more through association with a lot of
i Brooklyn temperance men. That is, the men
were believers in cold clear water works,
and having taken Brooklyn in.their confidence.profitedgreatly and rejoiced exceedtiugly.
While thoughts of Bennett, formed in

; visions of beauty and fashion, filled the
writer's mind, Lieutenant-Governor Wood
ruff happened by. Like Bennett,Woodruff is

» a handsome man, but be doesn't get his
clothes made in Williamsburg, like Ben'nett. Naturally Woodruff talked frceiy cf
the Congressman.
"I think he'll be returned," said Wood

ruff, "for the reason that his district Is
largely Republican. There are pluralities,
you know, that can't be overemie."
Woodruff sm'led, a slow, sticky maltine

and eascara sort of smile. ,

"You know he won by a very large majoritytwo years ago."
Then came a painful pause. Woodruff,

tapped the toe of his rignt boot with his
cane and gazed dreamiiv down the long
dusky corridor of the Fifth Avenue Hotel.
A happy thought came to him and he said:

"I think we'll win a Congressman in the
Th!rd District, which Driggs represents
now. That'll be a gain of one. We are
sure to hold our own."
"But about Bennett.how's he corn'ng

out?"
"Oh, certainly. Well, as regards Bennett,

I think he'll win. Why do I think so?
Because I dou't think they can beat him,
that's why."
Bennett's enemies, who arc numerous and

perniciously rfctire, absolutely refuse to acceptthe figures of '06 as a fair test of his
strength. They ins'st publicly and with a

persistence that is really trying that his
strength must be gauged by the falling off
in it between the elections of '04 and ' >»
In '94 his plurality was 7,547. Two years

later it was only 6,058. It Is argued that
if he lost nearly 1,500 votes during the s^ss'onwhen he ought to hm-e gained
strength, and this in a year when the lie-
publicans were sweeping everything before
them in this State, he is surely a goner
this year when the tide of Democracy is
rising.
But it is impossible to make Bennett un-

dersrand this. He is devoid of any reasoningfaculties, evidently, and at this moment
lie is actually preparing to go back to
Washington. .

Bennett's enreer is set forth In the Con- !
gressional Directory in seven lines, two
lines less than the spac^ occupied by Sercno
K. Payne, who.but something will be f
printed about lilni a little later. He is too
fat to get in at the last end of a story. (
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te stage is ordinarily subjected by tin
ersons who consider all theatres bad an

sense of the public rejects this Puritani
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he sunshine of life.
te does not need to be a Puritan in ord<
1 as the New York stage is reeking* wi
e against common decency, a disgrace t
>od that are offered this dramatic offal
it it will be relished,
trictures of the critic, the denunciatio
ic outcry of the preacher, do not meet
: all. Police raids, indictments, prosecu
nent for the panders who are allowed
1 alone serve to abate an evil that is to
rint.

"ON AND Off,"
\TT7hE girl with the affection of the nerves

will be the latest sort of girl for the
J. town to discuss.the girl that suffers

from a spasmodic twitching of the muscles
of the neck, causing her to jerk bac'* ber
head with a "You can kiss me if yc . like"
inference. This is the girl that convulsed
last night's audience at the Madison
Square Theatre, and disposed a blase collectionof flrst-Dlghters to admit that after
all there is only one king of farce tricks,
and that his name is Alexandre liisson,
author of ''On and Off."
The girl with the affection of the nerves

had ^uddenly twitched an apparent "you
can kiss me" at a guileless inspector of
Pullman'cars, just a6 she was about to.
cr.retire foi" the night. The guileless, inspector,wotting nothing of spasmodic
necks, had kissed her. The guileless inspectorgot himself into trouble. She was

a lydy.a perfect lydy. But you sympathizedwith him, as you saw her last uight.
sitting on a sofa, in artlessness and pink
silk. You watched the refractory

'

neck.
You saw the head fall back.the acme of
Invitation.and you realized the full value
of pantomime. The mere words "You may
kiss me" sound futile and stupid beside
the pantomimic suggestion of the girl with
the atfcction of the nerves. 7

It was tlii3 idea of M. Bisson that held
you paralyzed.an idea conceived in comedy,but calculated to upset a community
M. Bisson has supplied all sorts of adventuresseswith a horribly dangerous scheme.
Suppose you or I saw a girl with an affectionof the nerves writhing an invitation
at us.no matter where. What would we

(10 / l'.'iss iier uy : iit;t ner r au, wc*

lieve me, friends, that tbe<re is tragedy in
the mere notion. Glad and laughing lads
have fallen in the toils under less provocationthan that supplied by the girl with
the affection of the nerves. It is something
uncanny.something for jurisprudence to

daily with.something for Mr. Abe Hummelto ponder ovef as he meditates upon
his latest divorce case.something comic
with a tragic lining.an inspiration to

designing sirens.the latest century-end
weapon designed by a wicked Frenchman
to torture hapless men. Why, why did .he
gfrl with the affection of the nerves make
her appearance? Why cannot she be re--]
moved before she sinks into the morals of
the community? Oh. Mr. Froliman! Oh, |
Hharles.dear Charles!
Yet the girl with the affection of the 1

>n't like: tc
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the need of the sit- But if Spain sh
tions and terms of Algerism was a r<

to figure as man- could probably fine
0 gross for descrip- can fleet would be

the mysteries of T

yncwtarcc
nerves is but an incident of "On and Off;"
but alas! it is just the sort of incident that
makes a play. "We, alas! (you can consider
this article as one big alas!) are rathfer a

jaded sorty of people, and one little touch
that seems to us to be what the agents
call "new and novel" is apt to be exaggerateduntil we can see nothing else.
Here am I anxious, nay, pining, to tell yon
all about "On aud Off." still clinging to. the
girl with the affection of the nerves, althoughshe didn't occur till the second act.
1 see her still, with that provoking spasin
of the neck, luring naughty old boys to
naughtiness, and screaming when they up-
proacli her. I can't forget her. "On and
Off" is to me nothing more than the girl
with the alTect'on of the nerves.

Let me see. "What was it about? The
girT-Avith the No. It had a hero.a
gentleman full of perfidy and duplication,
leading a double life. Half the week he
lived at home with wifie.the other half
he devoted to a siren, explaining his absencefrom homo by an imaginary engagementas Inspector of Pullman "cars. Nothingvery startling about that, you say. No,
nothing very startling, really. In fact, you
doze comfortably through the first act,
convinced in your superiority that you are

looking at a good old farce, full of motherin-lawand gentlemen fervently attached
to everybody's wives but their own. Then
comes the girl with the But I amanticipating.I have been anticipating all
the time, hang it! AVby can't I criticise
nicely and clammily and earn my salary
respectably? Why should I, like the fools
in the farce (were .they fools?), devote my
self to the girl with the affection of the
nerves?
George Godfray* was the name of the perfidioushusband (a.lil now I am sailing

straight along the story), and it happened
that the real inspector of Tullman cars was

also named Godfray.Alf rpd Godfi'ay. It
was Alfred who had kissed the girl with.
well, never mind that.but it was upon
George that the crime was fastened. Ir
was Alfred who fell in love with George's
wife, while attempting to make her husbandjealous and bring him back, to her.
All sorts of complications set in.as the
Joctors say.and nobody but a Bisson could
make a farce that rattles like peas in a tin
can out of what at first looked like such
:hreadbare material.
A spiritualistic motlier-iu-law, whose

foiblee are worked upon by the means of a
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ALAN DALE REVIEWS THE
MADISON SQUARE COMEDY.

phonograph supposed to utter the words
of the Archangel Michael", a rollicking husband,whose siren's portrait worn in his
watch Is changed for a picture of a coal
black lady; a few epigrams scattered over

the three acts, headed by "Monotony is
the handicap that matrimony places upon
love," and a capital cast £o to make up
M. Bisson's farce.or as much of it as the
girl with the affection of the nerves hasn't
already made.
Oh, that girl with the affection of the

nervesl Why am I so young, at this late
age?
Everybody will be talking this morning

about Miss May Lambert, who played tlic
girl. Nobody knew who she was at 8:30
last night. At 8 I wasn't even aware that
she was living. That shows the truth of
the ,«aylng that you never know your luck.
Posit'vely I' had to ask between the acts
for the name of the girl with the affection
of the nerves. So much for sudden hits.

E. M. Holland, as the husband addicted
to Pullman cars, may be said to have made
the hit of his life. A better piece of real,
unadulterated farce acting has rarely been
seen. Fritz Williims was equally good.a
little less like 4<'ritz than usual, which is
always advantageous, even when Fritz is
nice. Miss Amelia Pungbam looked very
statuesque and handsome as the wife whom
monotony had rendered tame, and she
acted as usual with excellent results. If
she will promise in future not to pronounce
"poetry" as "portry," all will be forgiven.
Maggie Holloway Fisher was a rampant
ola mother-in-law. and May Gallver a ma.d
who wasn't unduly pert. Samuel Iieed
might have been funnier, and Byron Douglaswas Parisian enough to suit. Reuben
Fax, who reminded me of A. M. Palmer
before that gentleman took to Mansfield,
managed to get a little quiet humor out of
his part.

I thought early last evening that I was

going to vote "On and Off" as conventional.How little one knows! How surely
one can rely for novelty upon a Bisson!
Positively thut girl with the affection of
the nerves was an Inspiration.one of those
rare things that you feel sorry somebody
hadu't thought of before.
She will haunt me. I knovf I shall find

her. 1 a.111 going home now. Perhaps I
shall see her hi the elevated train. Perhapsshe will'break up an 'appy 'ome. It's
a horrid thought. ALAN DALE.
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ENDOr THE GOLF SE
PH ISS HOYT is expected to begin nil

r\/\ I ovt>r at Baltusrol. and I supjj|j pose that this will wind up the golfingcraze for a little time.
I bear that Peter Marie, who has been

wandering around the country offering
prizes for "putting" matches, will try one

of these entertainments at Ardsley. and
another at Baltusryl, and that the last set
of gifts will be the handsomest which he
has ever offered.
I do not know the object of this new

fad, ami I really should think that Peter
Marie is a bit mature to begin golf at
his age. But then, you know, there are

fancies which come back to us with our

second teeth and make us feel all like
children again.
The conversion of Peter Marie to golf

is almost on a par with that of Chauncey
Depew.

1 am wondering who will be next.
Well, It is harmless enough, and if it proridesus ail with amusemeut and soifie fair

young women with pretty trinkets, I do

not see why I should be called upon to
raise my voice to complain.
Mr. Harold Baring.I cannot remember

all his other names, but that will be sufficientto identify him.is going to give a

dikner of farewell to everybody he knows
in America.
It will not be the usual bachelor hurrah

at a club, but it will include the entire
family or his betrothed and her sisters,
her cousins and her auuts.
There Is only to be oue bridesmaid aud

about four ushers, and I suppose, if he
treated the men alone, it would uot be on
the proper scale of grandeur.
The wedding will be on Monday, and the

bride will, uo doubt, be oue of the handsomestseen in New York for many a long
day. ,

Everything is to be intensely English,
ana tne country nouse wnere iue uuui'j'
moon is to be passed will be loaned for
the occasion by some one of the bride's
numerous New York friends.

It is always the custom, you know, to
do this on t^ie other side, and the wedding
descriptions iu the English newspapers always»concludewith a description of the
bride's going-away dress and the informationthat the happy pair will pass the
honeymoon at Fltznoodle Castle, kindly
jloaned to them by the Earl of Fitznoodle.

Perhaps this bit of hospitality could be
made to pay by people who are not exactly
in society, and who would make a business

he Gold Democratic phantom still flits
iently over the dank swamps of politics,
lough all the substance it ever had was

solved long ago. The "National Cointeeof the National Democratlo Party"
issued an address declaring that the

ganlzation is not ended, "More than
irs, "do we believe that the comtinned
tanizatlon is desirable for the well-being

ng appeal is probably tbe only Palmer
t alive in the United States, although.
;olerably good state of preservation at
r himself, the decoy standard bearer of
tie Republican livery, Mr, Bynum has
Republican barracks. Mr. Edward M,

tocrats who were conscientious in their
o the Democratic fold,
is "National Committee" that there is
aization. The purpose of that organizablicanstool pigeon. Exposure has been
tiat capacity, Mr, Hanna will have to

Jj

Ninth Congressional District is a

nocralic stronghold, and Mr. Thomas J.
dley, who was able to carry it In tbe
st of the Republican cyclone of 1S96,
ht to find his work easy this. year. Mr.
dley entered Congress at almost the
e Constitution, and he is a faithful repoungDemocracy which has ideals, and
American. He believes in free governinesand in the city of New York. It is
arts company most decisively with the
can party.
re old district of "Sunset" Cox, and he
cursor's interest in the welfare of the
1 career has been well begun. He has
:an Democrat, and on that course lie

SEO EDITORIALS.
0, this Van Wyck boom,
deuce.

g person, should never reach the Lcgisla110use for such lackeys of bossejS as he.
ats ought to vote against him and send an
X.

nan. Who would have tliought in 1897 to
machine in 1898?

untx-y for judgment at the Congressional
is meandering around the great West metricalrods to divert the lightning from hi#
facts and flapdoodle. /

War.

Sixty-ninth. Home.
New Tort, Oct. 15.

Lb
ir women and children who have husbands
ers in the Sixty-ninth Regiment to have the
r men want to come home to their families
them this Winter? The mexx dare not ask
ished, because their colonel wants to go to

o go. I am left with four children to supilldo this Winter, as I cannot get work in
hem.
for justice. The war is over, and I have

al and they would publish -tuy letter RGd do
>men, as it is the oniy paper that helps the

ill have the gratitude of hundreds of poor
A SUFFERING WIFE.

espos ory.
t Wayne Journal.]
York joi.nui cdrrespondent who was so

ttle of Santiago, lias an interesting article
: Scribnor. Mr. Marshall makes no attempt
tempted by another correspondent, but conentsthat came under bis own observation.
story, told in the terse English of A trained
3 value of space.

# * *

wounding and the subsequent events are
ared with the continual self-praise of other
ul is most interesting. He tells the whole
lose few words he embraces all tbe horrors
ivs the sufferings' of the brave soldiers who
on that bloody field. The elose of Mr. Mnricome to many an eye, and will make ever/
ry. I

ClIOLLY KNICKERBOCKER'S.AjWi I. GOSSIP OF SOCIETY.

of lending their country st, s at Long
Branch or Beusoubnrst or sumo other
place for the week, and thereby getting a
social advertisement and a help toward
their ,goal at the same time.

I have always thought that our little
Duchess of Marlborough.bless her heartwasa practical young peyson, and when 1
read the list of presents which her sisterin-law,Mrs.- Grenfell, received on h< r

wedding the other day, 1 was quite sure
of it.
The Duke and Duchess went in quite

heavily for the ornamental a comb of sap.
pbiro and diamonds.
But Conspelo's own individual present

was much more to the point. It was a box
of lingerie, including petticoats and other
dainty things,
Now perhaps the little Duchess's mind

was straying tp an event which was then
almost on the tapis in her own domestic
circle, in which lingerie is an important
part of the trousseau; or perhaps she has
had experience and has seen during her
short stay abroad in what copyists the
average English giri's idea of ihose or-

ticles, and what selections are made.
French and English gilds ave both brought

up with such an innate sensp of the pro- &
prletii's that they think it is an actual sin
tn llJIVP Enrn }»/.n kVt d it r rA' fliAin

intimate linen.at least so I am told.
And as for the delicate creations made in

France, tliey all come to America, where
our own women are the best dresse^ f."oni
the crown of their jfretty heads to tliet*
little feet, incased in boots which an Englishbaby could hardly wear.

At the Francke-Itand wedding at Lawrencethere was a jolly time. It was absoluteCedarhurst, every bit of It, and
they go Meadowbrook about ten better
when they get started.

I wonder liovv rrmnv more Franeke l>nvs
there are to be married? It seems there
is an Inexhaustible supply, and each yif
them is a splendid fellow, and a crack
polo player.
The Rands have kept open house for

years, and Miss Rand, a debutante of last
season.I beg pardon, Mrs. Francke.is a

as pretty a young woman as there is in
Long Island, and that Is saying a great
deal.
The wedding feast was in some degreeF^

a hunting affair, and the good cheer was

kept up long after the bride and bridegroomhad departed on their wedding tour.
CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER.


